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STRATEGIC
STATEMENT
Vision
To assist in identifying, protecting and enhancing 
the region’s conservation assets, whilst raising 
community awareness. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Purpose
To provide practical information to the 
community and land managers to assist in 
achieving biodiversity conservation while 
enabling the strategic direction of resources to 
the highest priority actions.

We would also like to thank the following people 
for the assistance, comments and valuable 
information they have provided during the 
preparation of this Plan: 

Andrew Allanson, Todd Berkinshaw, Doug 
Bickerton, Tim Bond, Rod Brown, Tonia Brown, 
Graham Carpenter, David Clifford, Darren 
Crawford, Sarah Crossman, Rowena Danks, Mick 
Durrant, Kenton Farr, Andrew Graham, John 
Garvie, Jody Gates, Luke Geelan, Nerissa Haby, 
Kym Haebich, Adrian Harvey, Travis How, Mark 
Hutchinson, Malcolm Johns, Roger Kelly, Cath 
Kemper, Janet Kuys, Sarah Lance, Laver, Bernadette 
Lawson, Brenton Lewis, Vicki Linton, Chris Obst, 
Keith Payne, Judy Pfeiffer, Lou Panico, Terry 
Reardon, Matt Rose, Kym Rumbelow, Bill Sarver, 
Andy Saulys, Trevor Schiller, Carolyn Seacom, Jo 
Spencer, Joe Stelmann, Rosemary Taplin, Justin 
Williams, Nigel Willoughby, Matthew Wright-
Simon and  
Nicole Zeoli.

The MMLAP Association thanks the team at 
Ecocreative for their excellent work on this 
publication and the additional contributions they 
have made. In particular, we would like to thank 
Ecocreative for the many hours of freely donated 
work in the editing of the Plan.

Project Management
Ben Simon, Murray Mallee LAP Project Officer

Graphic Design and illustrations
Ecocreative.

Editing
Substantive editing, copy editing and 
proofreading by Ecocreative.

Photographs
Todd Berkinshaw, Tonia Brown, David Cook, Jody 
Gates, Chris Obst, Keith Payne, Bill Sarver, Ben 
Simon, South Australian Tourism Commission, 
Matthew Wright-Simon and Nicole Zeoli.

Maps
Map illustrations were developed and designed 
by Ecocreative based on GIS maps kindly provided 
by Andy Saulys and Sarah Crossman (DEH SA).



� MMLAP BIODIVERSITY PLAN

How to use this Plan
Introduction

Photograph: Ben Simon / MMLAP



�MMLAP BIODIVERSITY PLAN

Figure 1. Land Units in the MMLAP area.  
Map Illustration: Ecocreative 
For a larger, more detailed version of this map,  
please refer to page 49.

Introduction
The Murray Mallee Biodiversity Plan is designed 
to identify areas with significant flora and 
fauna within the Murray Mallee Local Action 
Planning area (see Figure 2). This Plan will assist 
active protection, management and extension, 
and provide strategic information for land 
managers to be used when making biodiversity 
conservation decisions. The Plan is further aimed 
at providing the community with information 
to assist with property-based projects, 
particularly regarding protection, restoration 
and enhancement of important natural habitat 
on their properties. A regional contact list for 
the Murray Mallee LAP area is also provided for 
more information and/or further assistance (see 
Regional Contacts, page 87).

In addition, the Plan aims to assist in achieving 
the following goals identified in the Murray 
Mallee Local Action Plan (2002), particularly 
with respect to Goals 1 and 7. The plan provides 
information and contacts to inform landholders 
and community members alike, regarding some 
of the main issues existing within the local area. 
Equipped with a greater level of local information, 
the community have the opportunity to direct 
on-ground action and resources that focus on 
local issues according to identified priorities and 
are in a better position to assist in protecting 
and enhancing the region’s natural conservation 
assets.

Our Local Action Plan goals are to:
1.	 Raise awareness in the Murray Mallee 

community of the need for change.
2.	Increase gross margins of Mallee farming 

systems within land capability.
3.	Reduce the erosion of topsoil caused by wind.
4.	Ensure sustainable use of the groundwater 

resources of the Murray Mallee.
5.	Increase the water use efficiency on farms in 

the Murray Mallee.
6.	Minimise the impacts of irrigation drainage in 

the Murray Mallee.
7.	 Protect and enhance native vegetation 

communities in the Murray Mallee and the 
species they support.

Section One: Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Area
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STEP 1
Go to Section 1 of the Plan to obtain regional 
information specific to the Murray Mallee Local 
Action Planning area. This section will allow you 
to find out:

WHERE the MMLAP area is located and which 
major land uses are active in the region
WHAT are the important conservation assets 
within the region 
WHY they need to be protected 
HOW to implement strategies to assist in  
their protection. 

Section 1 primarily aims to equip land managers, 
project officers and interested community 
members with the information they require 
to prioritise on-ground works and enable 
appropriate targeting of resources across  
the region.

STEP 2
After reading about the regional issues, identify 
which Land Unit you are interested in and go to 
Section 2 where each Land Unit is colour-coded. 
Figures 1 and 29 will assist you in selecting the 
appropriate Land Unit. The Land Units are listed 
below with their corresponding colours:

•

•

•
•

HOW TO 
USE THIs PLAN

Section 2 delivers more specific information 
relating to the primary biodiversity issues within 
the individual Land Units across the region. Land 
Units represent the environmental associations, 
which have been identified based on factors such 
as land form, vegetation and soil types. For each 
Land Unit, the main conservation assets, active 
threatening processes and suggested mitigation 
measures are highlighted. It is the intention of 
Section 2 to identify priority areas which require 
greater levels of investment, while strategically 
improving biodiversity across the greater region. 
It also aims to provide landholders with the 
practical information and contacts they may need 
to assist in the planning and implementation of 
on-ground works.

STEP 3
Information provided under each Land Unit 
section may direct you to the Appendices where 
further information can be obtained to assist in 
planning and implementation. This information 
includes:

Appendix 1: Weed species and associated 
management techniques within the  
MMLAP area 
Appendix 2: Methods of weed control (broad 
methodologies of weed removal)
Appendix 3: Plant lists for typical vegetation 
communities within the MMLAP area 
Appendix 4: Methods of feral animal control 
and monitoring of effectiveness
Appendix 5: Conservation ratings and priorities.

Both Sections of the Plan include broad objectives 
and management actions at both regional and 
Land Unit level to assist in prioritising investment 
for the protection, restoration and recovery of 
priority habitat areas for threatened species in 
the Murray Mallee LAP area.

•

•

•

•

•

		  Bandon

		  Billiatt

		  Blanchetown

		  Holder

		  Karoonda

		  Kunlara

		  Lower Murray

		  Moorlands

		  Murtho

		  Pata

		  Pinnaroo

		  Renmark

		  The Big Desert



�MMLAP BIODIVERSITY PLAN

Section One: Murray Mallee Local Action Planning Area
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Table 1: Summary of the key objectives, management actions and outcomes for the MMLAP area

Actions and links to Investment Strategy* Murray Mallee Local Action Plan objectives Primary responsibility 
(see Regional Contacts, page 87)ACTIVITY TASK OBJECTIVES WHAT IT ACHIEVES

Habitat 
protection 
and recovery 
to improve 
biodiversity 
and protect 
areas of 
conservation 
significance 
(IS 9.1)
 

Protect existing resources 
though covenant , 
reserves and Heritage 
Agreements (IS 9.1.1)

Promote the 
protection of 
remnant vegetation 
using conservation 
programs, such 
as Heritage 
Agreements and 
Land for Wildlife  
(IS 13.1)

Widespread awareness of 
Heritage Agreements and other 
conservation options.

Department for Environment and 
Heritage South Australia (DEH SA)
Bushcare 
Greening Australia
Trees for Life
�Nature Conservation Society
Murray Mallee Local Action Planning 
Association Inc. (MMLAP Association)

Increasing knowledge 
on remnant vegetation 
management and habitat 
re-establishment  
(IS 9.1.2)

Increases total area of formal 
protection (Heritage Agreements) 
over remnant areas

Raise awareness with all 
landholders with remnant native 
vegetation on their properties 
of the benefits of the Heritage 
Agreement scheme

Implement on-ground 
actions to retain natural 
habitat, re-establish 
threatened habitat areas, 
revegetate buffer areas, 
link blocks of remnant 
vegetation and encourage 
natural regeneration of 
degraded areas (IS 9.1.3)

Promote the 
protection of 
remnant vegetation 
using incentive 
programs (IS 13.2)

Raises awareness of landholders of 
the incentive payment programs 
(Mallee Futures Program)

MMLAP Association
Bushcare
Greening Australia
Trees for Life
Nature Conservation Society
DEH SA
Local government
SAMBD NRM Board Authorised 
Officers

Increases total area of protected 
remnant areas 

Ensure knowledge of benefits of 
native vegetation and wildlife

Identification and 
extension of climate 
change impacts on 
biodiversity (IS 9.1.4)

Increase the total 
area of remnant 
vegetation protected 
in the Murray Mallee  
(IS 13.3)

Increases size of core areas MMLAP Association
Bushcare
Greening Australia
Trees for Life
DEH SA
Nature Conservation Society
State Government agencies

Improves connectivity

Preserves adequate representation 
of vegetation associations

Increases in the total area of 
protected remnants

Recovery of 
threatened 
ecological 
communities 
and species 
(IS 9.2)

Develop and implement 
recovery programs for 
priority threatened 
species (IS 9.2.1)

Identify areas with 
threatened flora and 
fauna as priorities 
for protection 
to prevent 
further decline in 
biodiversity (IS 12.3)

Identifies threatened flora and 
fauna and communities across the 
Murray Mallee LAP area

MMLAP Association
Bushcare
Greening Australia
Trees for Life
DEH SA
Nature Conservation Society
State Government Agencies

Increases total area of formal 
protection (ha) over remnant areas 
containing significant biodiversity

Identifies key habitat areas

Ensures knowledge of benefits of 
native vegetation and wildlife

Support 
community 
groups to 
increase 
capacity to 
improve 
biodiversity 
across the 
SAMDB  
(IS 9.3)

Provide technical support 
to community groups 
to re-establish habitat 
and/or protect threatened 
species (IS 9.3.1)

Provide a link for 
landholders with 
the SAMDB NRM 
Board (formerly 
Animal and Plant 
Control Board 
(APCB)) to assist 
with information 
exchange (IS 14.2)

Promotes activities of the Board MMLAP Association
SAMBD NRM Board Authorised 
Officers
Local government
Greening Australia
Trees for Life
DEH SA
Nature Conservation Society

Raises awareness of feral animals 
and exotic plants across the region

Greater availability of technical 
support and information 

Provides links to landholders 
to info and SAMBD NRM Board 
Authorised Officers

Promote the 
eradication of feral 
animal and weed 
populations in 
remnant vegetation 
on farms using best 
practice control 
methods (IS 14.1)

Raises awareness of best practice 
methodology for management of 
feral animals and weeds

SAMBD NRM Board Authorised 
Officers
MMLAP Association
DEH SA 
Trees for Life
Bush for Life
Greening Australia
Nature Conservation Society

Provides links to landholders 
to info and SAMBD NRM Board 
Authorised Officers

* SAMDB NRM Investment Strategy: Program 9—Biodiversity Protection and Enhancement


